
February 18th, 2017 
Attention:  State Appropriations Committee  
Senator Catherine Osten,  
Senator Paul Formica,  
Representative Toni Walker !
Dear Senators Osten, Formica and Representative Walker, !
I regret that I am unable to attend the public hearing on the 21st.  However I would like to express 
my support for the continued funding of my children’s schools.  !
I am a Hartford resident. My son is in his fourth year at the University of Hartford Magnet School 
(UHMS). My daughter attended UHMS for eight years and is now a 6th grader at the Greater 
Hartford Academy of Arts Middle School (GHAAMS). I grew up in Hartford and West Hartford 
and graduated from the Academy of Arts High School 25 years ago. My husband teaches at Annie 
Fisher STEM Magnet. We are a magnet school family. !
The crises of inequity and the achievement gap in Connecticut is real and complicated. I believe 
our state’s system of schools being funded based on property taxes is inherently unjust. I have also 
seen, through my own experience and that of my children, that integrated schools work for the 
students that are fortunate enough to attend them. To discontinue or reduce funding for magnet 
schools is a step in the wrong direction.  !
I taught a six-week theater program at UHMS in 2002. The school had only been open for a year.  
At the end of my program, I declared that this was the school I wanted my children to go to. I didn’t 
have children at the time. Luckily, six years later, my 2 1/2 year old did get chosen in the lottery. 
And now, 16 years later, that warm, welcoming feeling is still what makes the school so special. 
One needs only to attend a “Friday Family Meeting” to see the unique and inclusive learning 
community the faculty and staff have created.  !
My daughter has only been at GHAAMS for six months but she has been in love with the school 
since day one. She understands how lucky she is to be able to take classes like “Fools and Clowns,” 
“Giant Puppetry” and Piano all in the same week. Many of her friends from UHMS are there with 
her and she has met new friends from all over the state. The faculty and the administration have 
worked hard to make the transition into middle school as smooth as possible.  !
Both UHMS and GHAAMS are quite intentional about their school themes being the driving focus 
of their curriculum and community. It is not a just a matter of marketing or trend. Connecticut has a 
long history of segregation based on race and class and that has played out in our educational 
system as much as anywhere. These magnet schools should be looked at as models for the entire 
state.  !
Sincerely,  !
Julia B. Rosenblatt 
68 Scarborough Street 
Hartford, CT  
860-869-0531


